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Nebraska Health Care Ca s h Fu nd for public healthcare grants.
The intent is to take the $5 million that we had 'n this that we
were p r o vi d i n g g r a n t s f o r a n d t ho s e d o l l a r s b e u s e d t o f u n d t he
S -CHIP program, the Children's Health I n surance Pr ogram, our
p ort i o n w i t h t he f ed e r a l par t i c i pat i o n . So t he b i l l de f un d s a n y
n ew p u b l i c h e a l t h g r a n t s u nd e r t h i s s e c t i o n , b u t r e t a i n s t h e
s tatutory program and the infrastructure for such grants in t h e
e ventua l f u t u r e ~ha t we h a v e d o l l a r s ag a i n wi t h i n t h e p r og r am s o
t ha t we co n t i n ue t h e g r a n t p r o g r a m. I mi g h t sa y t h a t i t h a s
been a very successful program in the past, but a lso the CH IP
program is very needed. It's providing healthcare insurance, or
an insurance p rogram a nyway, for many children in this state.
And so i t ' s a ma t t e r o f t a k i n g t h e s e do l l a r s o u t o f t h a t t o b ac c o
settlement fund in that grant program and defunding that so that
t hose do l l a r s t h e n c a n b e a v a i l a b l e t o f und t he CHI P pr ogr a m .
That's what the bill does. I would just ask for its approval.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u, Se n a t o r J e n s e n . Yo u ' v e h ea r d t h e
opening on advancement of LB 412 by Senator J ensen . On with
d iscu s s i o n . Se n a t o r By a r s .

SENATOR BYARS : Than k you, Senator Cudaback. I stand in favor
o f LB 412. I would just like to h ave a short d ialogue with
Senator Jensen, so th a t we have some intent on the record, if
Senator Jensen would yield.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Jensen, would you respond to S enator
Byars?

SENATOR JENSEN: Ye s , b e g l ad t o .

SENATOR BYARS: Se n at o r J e n se n , I j u s t wa n t e d y o u r a f f i r ma t i o n .
A s you and I have discussed off the floor on the record that a s
these dollars have been used for grants and have gone to so many
worthwhile public h e alth pr ojects t hat it ce rt ainly is the
i n t e n t i o n , a t l e a s t o f y o u an d I , a nd I c an ' t sp e ak f o r t h e
e nt i r e He a l t h Co mm i t t e e, b u t i t i s o u r i n t e n t i o n a s e co n o m i c
t imes g e t b e t t e r h o pe f u l l y we ' r e g o i n g t o h av e t h e d o l l a r s
avai l a b l e t ha t we wi l l b e ab l e t o t ak e t he se do l l a r s b a ck i n t o
t hi s g r a nt p r o g r a m a n d b e ab l e t o u se t h em f o r wo r t hw hi l e p u b l i c
h ealth projects, and that certainly is my intent and I think i t
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